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¢ƘŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tƭŀƴΧ



From Wikiopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Learning_Plan

ά! [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tƭŀƴis a document (possibly an interactive 
or on-line document) that is used to plan learning, 
usually over an extended period of time.

Χ!ƴȅ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
used by individuals to plan and manage their own 
learning

The active development and maintenance of a learning 
Ǉƭŀƴ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴǊƛŎƘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴϥǎ ƭƛŦŜΧέ
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OprahƳƛƎƘǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tƭŀƴΧΦ 
A ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΧ
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A learning plan is a map for your 
education, career and future plans.  

A map that will get you from where 
you are,  ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜΧ
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Step 1: Start with the end in mind 
(Define a clear goal)
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Our student, Jane, is not 100% sure of what she 
wants to do with her life, so she has used a few 
different methods to get a clearer vision of where 
she wants to be in the future. 

ÅSeek help, make the most of career services, counseling opportunities

ÅDo research ςlibraries are your friend

ÅImagine your ideal work week: what are your working 
conditions/environment? how much do you make?, how many hours do you 
work?, what kind of tasks do you do on a daily basis?

ÅSearch job and career sites for your dream job, what kind of skills do they 
require. 
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Step 2: Identify what education, 
training and skills you would need 

to succeed at your goal
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Jane has done research, talked to people, spent some time thinking and 
searched the web for job opportunities.  She decides that she wants to 
be an interactive designer for a large online retail presence or (online) 
catalog company. 

ÅFrom research she found out the major competitors in this area and trends in the 
industry.

ÅThen she searched for jobs at the companies she was interested in as well as jobs 
for interactive designers. 

ÅTook time to come up with a clear idea of what type of working environment she 
wanted  and her ideal work week
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She took all this information and 
came up with a list of training and 
skills she would need to succeed...
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Skills/Training Reason

Flash Interactive designer job listings

Graphics (Illustrator/Photoshop) Interactive designer job listings

Project Management

Career exploration revealed this as 
something she needs to improve. 

Time Management

Ideal work week is well managed and 
only 40 hours a week

Web Production Interactive designer job listings

Understanding of online marketing Industry research



Step 3: Determine How you will 
acquire the skills you need and 

create a timeline.
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Jane has a clear idea of what skills she needs, and 
takes some time to research and find the best way to 
obtain those skills. 

Because she works and goes to school, she decides to 
use a variety of methods to get the training and skills 
she needs. 
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Skills/Training Reason Method Timeline

Flash
Interactive designer 
job listings

Enroll in 2 Flash 
classes at her college

7 months

Graphics 
(Illustrator/Photoshop)

Interactive designer 
job listings

Sign up for a daylong 
seminar, distance 
learning course

4 months

Project Management

Career exploration 
revealed this as 
something she needs 
to improve. 

Find a mentor at her 
current job to help 
with project 
management skills

6 months

Time Management

Ideal work week is 
well managed and 
only 40 hours a week

Self study ςand 
practice 

4 months 

Web Production
Interactive designer 
job listings

Enroll in a class and 
Build several sites on 
her own 

4 months 

Understanding of 
online marketing

Industry research Research, join an 
online community, 
internship at local 
company

6 weeks.



Jane now has a clear idea of where she wants to be in her 
career, what she needs to get there and how she is going 
to get the training and skills she needs. 

She checks in with her plan every few weeks to track her 
progress and in 3months she revisits Step 1- Step 3 just in 
case her interests or the industry has changed.
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Update

The Learning Plan

Jane

WŀƴŜΩǎ ŎƻǿƻǊƪŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƭȅ
ŜƴǾƛƻǳǎ ƻŦ WŀƴŜΩǎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƻƭ ƧƻōΦΦ



In ŀ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ WŀƴŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜǎ ƘŜǊ 
learning plan.  

Armed with an impressive set of skills, 
a great resume/portfolio and well 
earned confidence in her abilities, she 
applies for jobs. 
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She is so much further ahead of the 
curve than everyone else and she 
lands a great job as an interactive 
designer with an online retailer.

Her new job is great. She is learning a 
lot, enjoying her new life and making 
great money.
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Upon reflection, she realizes she 
owes all her success to a little 
thing called...
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Exercise 19: My Learning Plan
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Wow, if I had only 
done Exercise 19, I 
might be living the 
ƭƛŦŜ  ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŘǊŜŀƳǎΧΦ


